
H i s t o r i c  A u t o  
T o u r  o f  O t t a w a   

Discover  the  h i s tor ic  t r easu re s      
Ot tawa has  to offer  at  your own    
le i sure and in the comfort  of  your 
own automobile .   The tour inc ludes 
Ottawa ’s  or ig inal  square,  the many 
s t u n n i n g  h o m e s ,  i n t e r e s t i n g     
a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  b r e a t h - t a k i n g     
nature  scenery .  

The Tour Includes: 
 
1 . Reddick Mansion 

(Red Star)  

2 . Appellate  Court   

3 . Washington 

Square*  

4 . Christ  Episcopal 

Church 

5 . Masonic  Temple 

6 . First  Congrega-

t ional  Church 

7 . Ottawa Scout ing 

Museum 

8 . Memorial  Col-

umns .  

9 . Ottawa Ave.    

Cemetery 

10 . Edward  Swift  

House 

11 . John F .  Nash 

“Cottage House”* 

12 . Wil l iam Hickley 

House  

13 . LaSalle  County 

Courthouse 

14 . John Hossack 

House* 

15 . Fort  Johnson 

16 . Ottawa Boat  Club  

17 . Central  Life   

Building 

18 . Osman House 

19 . Washington     

Bushnell  House 

20 . Thoresen-Fleury 

House 

21 . John Manly 

House  

22 . M.H. Holl is ter  

House 

23 . I  & M Canal  &   

Aqueduct  

24 . St .  Columba 

Church 

25 . I&M Toll  House 

26. General  W.H.L. 

Wal lace  House 

* Listed wi th the        

Nationa l  reg istry  of    

Histor ical  landmarks  
Please be respect ful  of      



(1)  Reddick Mansion 
     100 W.  Lafayet te  St  
Buil t  before the Civi l  War th is 22 room Mansion i s 
known to be one of the most    expansive and   ornate 
I tal ianate  residences const ructed in  the Midwest  during 
the 1850’s 
(2)  Appellate  Court  
      1004 Colum bus St .   
Buil t  in 1860 at  a  cost  of  $29,630 to  host  the  Sta te    
Supreme Court,  now the Thi rd Appel late dist r ict  i s  a 
sp lendid example of the Greek Revival  archi tecture.  
(3) Washington Square Park *  
        Colum bus and Lafayet t e  St .  
This Park i s  home to many histor ic  event  and        
monuments.   Most  notable the Site  of the First          
Lincoln-Douglas Debate in 1858 and the LaSal le  County 
Civi l  War Memorial .  
(4) Christ  Episcopa l  Church 
       113 E.  Lafayet t e  St .  
This Gothic Revival  bui lding was buil t  between 1871 
and 1872 and is  home to  Ot tawa’s greatest  Civi l  War 
heroes,  Gen.  W.H.L.  Wallace’s   Memorial  s tained glass  
window. 
(5) Masonic Temple 
      916 Columbus St .  
Buil t  in  1910 by Jason F.  Richardson Jr . ,  one  of        
Ot tawa’s prominent  archi tects  the Neo-Classica l     
bui ld ing took the  place  of the abandoned Ward Schoo l  
that  was abandoned in 1907.  
(6) First  Congregational  Church 
      910 Columbus Street  
Located on the si te of the Old First  Church where    
Lincoln  worshiped prior  to  his  debate with Stephan 
Douglas.  
(7) Ottawa Scouting Museum 
      1100 Canal  Street   
Ottawa was home to  many  inf luentia l  people;  such as,  
W.D.  Boyce who was an Ottawa Nat ive when he        
incorpora ted the Boys Scouts of America.   This museum 
is not  only  dedicated to the Boys Scouts but also  the 
Gir l s  scouts and Camp Fire Girl s .  
(8) Memorial  Columns 
      Ottawa Ave  and Boyce  Memorial  Dr 
Bui l t  in  1918 as  a memorial  to the early p ioneers of    
Ot tawa and to commemorate  the centennial  of  I l l inoi s 
Sta tehood.   The columns are an example of roman     
archi tecture .  
(9) Ottawa Avenue Cemetery 
      Ot tawa Ave     
The Ottawa Ave Cemetery  was or ig inal ly  developed  
under four di fferent  branches and i ts  ear l iest  record 
goes back to  1847.  Many  prominent  Ot tawans ,          
including Wil l iam Reddick (bui lder of the  Reddick 
Mansion) ,  John Hossack  and Judge J.D.  Caton l ie  here 
under magnif icent  headstones.  For more informat ion on 
these prominent  Ot tawans see  thei r reference in th is  
tour or stop in the Ottawa Visi tors  Center.  
(10)  Edward Swif t  House  
      1355 Ot tawa Ave Pr ivat e  residence,  please be  courteous 

This Massive  red br ick house is  an  adaptat ion of the 
French chateau and Romanesque sty les.   Buil t  in  1893 
by  Edward Swif t  a  prominent  Ot tawa ci t izen in  the    
Financial ,  Commercia l  and agr icul ture affai rs  of        
LaSal le  County   
(11)John F.  Nash “Cottage Home” *  
       1333 Ot tawa  Ave.  Private  Residence,  please be courteous 
Buil t  in the 1850’s during the height  of  the  Classic  
American architecture revival .    This home was pur-
chased by Mr. Nash in  1857 from George Fisher.   Most  
notable was that  during the Civi l  War th is house served 
as a  hospi ta l  for  soldiers  who had taken I l l  whi le a t  
camp Cushman.  Also  i t  should  be mentioned that  Mr.  
Nash was a  very  influent ial  person in Ot tawa and he 
was the  man whom had int roduced Lincoln when he   
debated Douglas in  Ot tawa.   
(12)Wil l iam Hickley House 
          400  Benton St  Pr ivate  Res idence ,  p lease be  co urteo us 
A successful  business man of  early  Ot tawa this house 
was bui l t  in  1854.   Most  histor ically  Mr.  Hickley was 
the  fi rst  mayor of Ot tawa,  elected in  1853.  
(13)LaSal le  County Court  House  
       LaSal le  and Main St  
Dedicated in 1884 this adapta t ion of  Renaissance and 
Romanesque architecture court  house s tands on  the 
same si te  as several ear l ier court  houses which saw 
many famous people;  such as,  Abraham Lincoln,  
Stephan Douglas Judge John Dean Caton,  and took par t  
in  the Jim Grey  slavery case in  1860 and many others.  
(14)John Hossack House *  
         210  Prospect  St .  Pr ivate  Residence,  p lease b e courteous  
Mr.  Hossack was a very  successful  business man in the 
lumbar and grain business buil t  hi s house  in 1854 and i t  
i s  a remarkable example  of American Colonial  style.   
Mr.  Hossack,  l ike many other Ot tawans,  was agains t 
slavery  and he would hide many f leeing slaves in  h i s 
house unti l  they  could make safe  passage to the  next 
stop on the underground ra i lway.    
(15)Fort Johnson  
     127 E.  Prospect  St .   Pr ivate  Res idence,  please be courteous 
Once standing Fort  Johnson was named af ter  Lieutenant 
Alber t  S.  Johnson and was a stopping point  for  Capta in 
Abraham Lincoln’s infant ry ,  during  the  Blackhawk 
wars,  who were mustered in  and out  of service  here by  
Lt .  Robert  Anderson.   It  i s  i rony that  the  3  men dest ined 
to  play leading ro les in  the Civi l  war were  assembled in 
Ot tawa in  the spring of  1832.      
 (16 )  Ottawa Boat Club 
         500 Colum bus St  
Originat ing back to Apri l  of  1885 this magnificent 
building was bui l t  in 1903 to replace i t  or ig ina l      
building located on the south  back of  the I l l inois River .  
(17)Central  Li fe  Bui lding 
      628-630 Columbus St .  
Original ly  bui l t  to  serve as the headquar ters for  the 
Cent ral  Li fe  Insurance Company.  Bui l t  in 1914 th is 
building is  one of the few remaining fi re  proof       
buildings in Ot tawa and it s  s ty le  i s  typical  of         

commercial  bui ld ing of the  t ime.   
(18 )Osman House 
      532 Congress  St.  Private  Residence,  pl ease be court eous 
Bui l t  by  Jeremiah St rawn,  this house i s  a  perfect     
example of Georgian sty le wi th certain  Ita lianate    
Renaissance deta i l .   The br icks for this house were 
brought  to  Ot tawa via a  canal  barge.  
(19 )Washington Bushne l l  House 
       622 E.  Pear l  St .   Private  Residence,  please be court eous 
Inspi red by the French Renaissance th is pi le was once 
one  of the show-places of  Ot tawa wi th  i t s  33 rooms,  6 
1/2 baths,  ornate detai l ,  i t s  three-story  tower  and    
spacious grounds.   
(20 )Thorson-Fleury House 
      602 Chapel  St .  Pr ivate Res idence,  p lease b e courteous  
Buil t  Between 1854-1857 th is  home was const ructed  in 
the sty l ing of  the American Southern Colonia l period 
and i s  an adaptat ion of the  c lassic  form.   
(21 )John Manly  House 
        640 Chapel  St .  Private Res idence,  please be courteous 
Bui l t  in 1864 th is beaut iful  home embodies the detai l  of 
the American Renaissance sty le,  th is home is al so     
complete wi th a ball room on it s  thi rd f loor.     
(22 )M.H.  Hol l i ster House 
        804 Chapel  St .  Private Res idence,  please be courteous  
Named by Mr.  Hol li ster  as “Montezuma” after  serving 
in the Mexican War of 1845 th is home is  a    
conglomerat ion of the Romant ic period of  the American 
archi tecture wi th detai ls f rom the I tal ian  Renaissance  
and Romanesque per iods.  
(23 )I&M Canal  and Aqueduct  
      Cham plain St .  
The canal  was buil t  be tween 1836-1848 and provided 
the fi rst  water  route f rom the eats coat to  the Gulf  of 
Mexico  by connect ing  Lake Michigan to  the Mississipp i  
r iver  by  the way of the Il l inois River .   The  Aqueduct  i s  
bui l t  f rom Jolie t  Limestone and is  the largest  aqueduct  
along the  canal .   Completed in  1840 i t  carr ied  the    
waters of  the canal over  the  Fox River.    
(24 )St .  Columba Church 
       122 W. Washington St .  
St .  Columba Church is  Ot tawa’s o ldest Catholic  Church, 
founded in 1838,  i t s  current  Gothic Revival  s ty led 
build ing was buil t  in 1884 and is  the fourth bui lding 
erected on this  s i te  for the  church.   
(25 )I&M Tol l  House  
         Colum bus St  
The only  tol l  house st i l l  standing along the canal .   I t  
was par t  of  a  complex that  included a  “Turning br idge” ,  
ut i l i ty  shed,  pr ivy  and a wel l .  
(26 )General  W.H.L.  Wallace Home 
       2101 Lincoln Rd Pri vate  Residence,  pl ease be courteous  
Buil t  in  1858 this two-story  Gothic Revival  home was  
known as “The Oaks” due to i t s  woodland set t ing.   Gen .  
Wal lace  served his country  in the Mexican War and 
Civi l  War which c laimed his l i fe.  
 
 
 


