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(1)  FORT JOHNSTON 
(East  Prospect  Street )  
May 1832 
Soon af ter  the Blackhawk War  broke out,  23 year -o ld 
Abraham Lincoln  was e lected captain of  the infantry  at  
New Salem. The infantry  came to  Ottawa and camped 
out at  Fort  Ottawa (now known as  Fort  Johnston)  on 
the ci ty ’ s  south b luf f  of  the I l l inois  River.  
 
(2)  ILLINOIS & MICHIGAN CANAL 
October 8,  1848 Just  pass ing through town 
On the morning of  October  8 ,  1848,  Abraham Lincoln ,  
h is  wife ,  Mary ,  and sons,  Robert ,  age 4  and Eddie ,  19 
months  o ld ,  pas sed through Ottawa  on  the               
I l l inois -Michigan  Canal .  This was a l so  Mr.  Lincoln’s 
f i rst  chance to  v iew the new I l l inois  and Michigan   
Canal  that had  of f ic i al l y  opened on Apri l  16,  1848. 
Abraham Lincoln had much to  do  wi th thi s               
I l l inois -Michigan  Canal  project .  While  serv ing in  the 
I l l inois  House of  Representatives  in  1835,  he pushed 
for construct ion of  the  I l l inois -Michigan Canal .  A 
p l a qu e  s t an d s  o n  t h e  sou th  b an k  o f  th e                     
I l l i n o i s - M i c h ig an  C a n a l  b e t w e en  L aS a l l e  a n d           
Columbus Streets .  
 
(3)  OTTAWA COURT HOUSE 
(Madison Street )  
June 11 -13,  1851  
Before the famous senator ia l  debate  in  Ot tawa,     
Abraham Lincoln  and Steven Douglas  locked horns in  
a Supreme Court case  here ,  as  Ottawa was the of f ic ia l  
s i te  of  the  Northern  Grand Div is ion of  the Supreme 
Court.  Douglas  and his  partner,  S .T.  Logan,  won the 
case ,  and al l  three  attorneys were repr imanded by  the 
court  for  their  careless handl ing of  a case  before thi s  
Supreme Court  body .  Two plaques can be found on the 
north s ide  of  the  downtown courthouse  in  honor of  
both Lincoln and Douglas .  
OTTAWA COURT HOUSE (Continued) Apri l  
1859 
Lincoln  represented Governor Matteson in  a  court  case  
during his  l ast  tr ip to Ottawa before  he was e lected  
President.  
 
(4)  I&M CANAL TOLLHOUSE 
STATE TOLL COLLECTORS OFFICE 
(Columbus Street )  
December 3 -8,  1852  
Lincoln  sat  on the  Canal  Commission to  hear  a l l  the  
c la ims aga inst  the I&M Canal .  The smal l  to l lhouse 
along the canal  was  one location where  Commission  
meetings  were  held during Lincoln’s  longest  s tay  in 
Ottawa.  

(5)  FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 
(Madison Street )  
When Lincoln v is i ted Ottawa,  he attended the      
Congregational  Church on Madison Street .  This  
church no longer s tands,  but  was located next  to the 
current  Ottawa Ci ty  Hal l  on  Madison Street .  
 
(6 )  T.  LYLE DICKEY HOME 
“Val ley  View” 
(LaSal le  Street )  
Private  res idence,  p lease be courteous  
T.  Lyle  Dickey  was a  respected Ot tawa attorney and 
future  just ice  of  the I l l inois  S tate  Supreme Court,  as  
wel l  as  Commander of  the Union Caval ry  in  the Civ i l  
War.  He was  a l so a  beloved fr iend of  Abraham       
Lincoln .  During most  of  his  st ays  in  Ottawa,  Lincoln 
was a  houseguest  of  the  Dickeys .  Dickey ’s  son- in - law 
and business  partner ,  Wi l l iam Wallace ,  was  a  member 
o f  th e  Wh ig  p a r t y  an d  su pp or t e d  L i n co l n             
wholeheartedly  in his  pursu it  of  the United S tates    
Senate  and Presidency .  Wal lace went on to  become a 
heroic  Civ i l  War Genera l  and led the 2nd div ision of  
the Union Army of Tennessee ,  for  which his      
brother - in - law,  Cyrus Dickey ,  was a lso  a  so ldier .  The 
f r iendship between Lincoln and Dickey  endured 
throughout pol it ical  disagreement and Lincoln’s  death  
on April  15,  1865.  Dickey  and his  son - in - l aw,  General 
Wal lace ,  are buried in  the family  gravesite  on  the 
north b luff  behind the Dickey  residence,  “Val ley  
View,”  and General  Wal lace ’s  home,  “The Oaks.”  
 
(7)  DICKEY GRAVESITE 
(Lincoln Road)  
Residential  area,  please be courteous  
 
(8)  WASHINGTON SQUARE 
Republican Ral ly  October 7,  1856 
The f irst  Republ ican t i cket  nominated John Fremont 
for  Pres ident in  1856.  Lincoln was a  major  orator  in  
the campaign for  Fremont.  On October  7 ,  1856,  the 
ra l l y  came to Ottawa.  Near ly  f ive thousand people  
poured into Washington Park where  L incoln and other  
Republ ican enthusiasts  spoke of  the new par ty .  
First  Lincoln -Douglas  Debate -August  21,  1858 
At 2 pm,  Washington Park was overf lowing with      
people .  No less  than 12 ,000 came from Chicago,      
Galena,  Spr ingf ie ld ,  Peoria ,  Quincy ,  Rock  I sland,  
Bloomington,  Al ton and other  points  to  see  the     
“Rail  Spl i t ter”  and the “Litt l e  Giant”  debate the i ssues  
of  I l l inois ’  fu ture.  
 

Lincoln ,  the great  orator  that  he was,  made  his      
famous “house div ided” speech.  Lincoln stood on the 
grounds that  s lavery  was wrong and should be treated  
as  such.  Douglas  took the “popular  sovere ignty” s tand 
that i f  the  people of  the  western terr i tor ies  wanted 
s lavery ,  they  should be a l lowed to  have i t .  I f  they  did  
not want i t ,  they  would be a l lowed to  di scourage  or  
re fuse i t .  The famous debates  in  1858 sparked the 
pres ident ia l  legacy  of  Abraham Lincoln,  and Ottawa  
watched a s  one of  America ’ s  most  be loved men 
changed the country  forever .   In  2002,  the City  o f    
Ottawa ins ta l l ed the remarkable Lincoln -Douglas     
Debate  Memoria l  Plaza  in  Washington Park,  noted as  
one of  the largest  and most  impressive  monuments  o f  
i t s  k ind.  
 
(9)  ROCK ISLAND TRAIN DEPOT 
(Marquette  Street )  August  21,  1858 
Abraham Lincoln arr ived in  Ottawa around noon on 
the day  of  the famous debate .  He was scheduled to  
square  of f  in  just  two hours  with Democrat ic      
Senator ial  candidate ,  Stephen Douglas ,  in  Ottawa’s  
Washington Park.  This  was the f i r s t  of  seven debates  
set  a t  var ious places  across  the s ta te .  His  tra in  came 
in  from Morris  with 17  cars.  His  arr iva l  sparked    
deafening cheers  f rom the awai t ing  crowd.  He was  
placed in  a  carr iage beauti fu l ly  decorated with      
evergreens and mottoes  by  the young ladies  of  Ottawa  
and was  escorted by  the process ion of  bands for  
near ly  hal f  a  mile  around the park and on to  Mayor J .
O.  Glover ’s  home.  Douglas ’  process ion came in  by  
carr iage  f rom Peru  and was about  hal f  a s  long as  Mr .  
Lincoln ’s reception.  
 
(10)  MAYOR J .O.  GLOVER HOME 
(Columbus Street )  
After the Debate,  Lincoln was hoisted  onto the  
shoulders  of  several  husky  gentlemen and was carr ied 
several  hundred feet  down Columbus Street .  He     
f inal l y  wrigg led loose  and walked to the  Mayor  
Glover ’ s  house ,  shaking hands a long the way with  
some 5 ,000 supporters .  Once he arr ived at  the  home, 
Mayor Glover  made a  speech in Lincoln’s  honor from 
his  porch.  The s i te  i s  now marked by  a  plaque at  the  
800 block of  Columbus Street .  
 

For more Ottawa experiences ,  contact  the  
Ottawa Vis i tors  Center,  where you’l l  f ind 

Souvenirs ,  f ree maps,  and guides  
100 West  Lafayette  Street   Ottawa, I l l inois  

Phone:  1 -888-OTTAWA-4 
Www.ExperienceOttawa.com 

Tourism@Experienceottawa.com 


